Malignant tumors of the eyelid: a population-based study of non-basal cell and non-squamous cell malignant neoplasms.
To determine the relative frequencies, average annual incidences, and patient characteristics of non-basal cell and non-squamous cell malignant neoplasms of the eyelid in a defined geographic population. A retrospective study using the Florida Cancer Data System to identify malignant tumors of the eyelid, except for basal cell and squamous cell carcinomas, from 1981 through 1994. Cases were limited to persons who resided within Florida. Incidence of histologically confirmed malignant eyelid tumors. Two hundred six primary malignant eyelid tumors were identified. The 3 most common, in order of frequency, were melanoma, sebaceous carcinoma, and lymphoma. The median age at diagnosis for all patients was 73 years. Only 3 of the 206 malignant neoplasms occurred in blacks. The annual incidence of eyelid melanoma and sebaceous carcinoma in whites older than 20 years was 0.6 and 0.5 per million, respectively. Kaposi sarcoma was the most common type of mesenchymal tumor. Eleven different histologic types of lymphoma were found in the eyelid. Only 2 of 27 lymphomas had T-cell lineage. Malignant tumors of the eyelid other than basal cell and squamous cell carcinoma are uncommon and usually occur in elderly white persons. Primary eyelid tumors of any type are rare in blacks. The risk of a non-basal cell and non-squamous cell malignant neoplasm of the eyelid in Florida is 6.4 times greater for whites than for blacks (95% confidence interval [CI], 2.1-20.2). A variety of B-cell lymphomas can be manifested as primary eyelid tumors.